Cyprus Report autumn 2006

Summary

Subsequent to the pressure applied by the EU accession commission in 2001 and the near
cessation of widespread bird catching activities and consumption of protected birds in 2002,
the bird catching lobby (mostly hunterisymaking concerted efforts to return to its previous
strength. In 2006 catching were radically changed methods, with the result that the numbers
of nets and lime sticks confiscated may give only a vague or even a completely inaccurate
picture of the cuent scale of poaching.

A more accurate benchmark for the real scale of bird killing with mist nets and lime sticks is
given by the numbers of decoy birdcall machines (for attracting birds) heard during nights of
migration. The estimated number of suchchiaes heard operating at night in the Larnaca
and Famagusta districts was at le®48 (for details of the projection seeZp. These records
included up to 70% of the bird killing sites and varied from night to night, meaning that
machines were moved,placed and/or supplemented by new ones. Many of the loudspeakers
used can cover a radius of over a kilometer. Considering that many bird catchers work in pairs
or groups, the figure 0f48 machines suggests that at least 500 poachers were involved in the
catching activities. A further 30 % of active sites may be estimated to be worked without
sound machines by poachers on their own home territory. Extended family groups are often
involved in such cases, so in this instance, too, the estimated numberarfsperslved is

high, probablyfar more than 100 poachers.

The above estimates suggest that on their daily dawn patrols ti&e-7 game wardens on
duty are expected to deal with a veritable army of over 600 poachers.

Gastronomic dishes using protecteddbirare once again being openly sold in restaurants.
This indication as to a resistant market, together with the sharp increase in the use of
sound machines, points to rising numbers of bird catchers and consumers, which in turn
leads to the certain conclu®n that a steadily growing number of migratory birds are
being killed.

Bird catching practices

The tactics of bird catchers in Famagusta District have changed greatly. Instead of putting out
lime sticks and setting mist nets after sunset, most poashdenger carry on their activities

at dusk. The remaining 20% who are still active in the evenings are those who believe in the
safety of their catching territories (fenced gardens or on hidden private ground. There you
may still discover lime stickields of 50 200 sticks and nets. Many of these poachers avoid
using sound machines.

From midnight to 5 am sound machines can be
many trapping placeg:rom a single point in the fields one may hear 4 to 5 loemlsgrs
simultaneously at various distances. Whether decoy chirping can be heard only locally or for
miles around is down to the brazenness of the poacher concerned. By shifting location, other
loudspeakers from different directions will be hearthe decoy coverage ranges
uninterrupted from Deryneiato Mari (Famagusta and Larnaca Distri¢tahd there is no

more effective death trap for birds than these chirping sound machines. Hundreds of
migratory birds are attracted and killed, as traps are in placewdrahere is scrub or
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(fenced) gardens. Around 5 am the calls from the machines cease and before dawn the
trappers arrive to begin their macabre round of killing with nets and limesticks, throwing

stones into the trees where the tired migrants are roosting, so as to disturb the birds and force
them into the traps. In a matter of hourg,7 am, the murderous business is over.

Projection base ( see map)

A projection base of 10,75 krfy containing scrub and woodland as well as cultivated and
industrial areas, was selected at random to represent the green belt of the Famagusta
and Larnaca Districts (South Coast). The 10,75 kfterritory, which was found to
contain 19 active sound machines with decopird chirping played mostly at night,
served as the projection base for the green belt from Deryneia / Paralimni to Marefd

of Larnaca district), an area of approximately 260 knf. The projection results in a total
number of 448 sound machines for the a&a.




Towards theendof October the poachers expect larger birds and so put very long, strong lime
sticks in tall trees anduniperusbushes.

Hunters and trappers are often the same individuals, using guns, lime sticks, mist nets and
sound machines in a lethal mix of bidlling activities from the beginning of hunting to the

end of the season.

Ambelopoulia

This Cypriotdelicacyof birds has returned to open sale in Cyprus restaurants. Unfortunately,
the efforts of restaurateurs se€ be more successful than those of environmentalists in this
field. Protected Ibds can be eaten in restaurants throughout Paralimni

The prices paid to bird catchers are 18 to X£C 0 8 40,8)& dozen birds. The

restaurants charge 39 CY£ (042,57 51) per dozen.

Ambelopoulisghas once again become a commdate item on menus.

Reacting to a tyoff that a group of diners would be eating the illegal dish in a Paralimni
redaurant, a high anking police officer reacted with
peopl e. We wi | | sear c h,thelpaice suely cknow that a devel at er
Cypriot restaurant owner will never store birds but only serve them to kpeder. The
gastronomic use of illegally killed birds must have reached new heights, since there are

almost no impediments to the tradeand establishments

Information about investigations into the obscure channels of the burgediageal bird
trade is scarceThis area of illegal activities is apparently one to which the Cypriot
judiciary and the police turn a blind eye, so that hundreds of offenders are neither
detected nor prosecutedHuge numbers of migratory birds are killed for the black market
which prospers as a result.

Import of illegal goods

Mist nets are used in vast numbers, some of enormous length and considerable height.
Although hundreds have been confiscated, a far greater number must remain in the hands of
poacherswho are clearly able to access a supply of these illegal items which finds a way
through Cyprus customs controls.

It is notorious that dead protected birds are illegally imported across the border from Northern
Cyprus.

An organized trade in dead protected birds fromaSgiso exists. Syrian frontiers were closed

this autumn because of the Lebanese conflict, so birds there were not caught and killed this
year. There is no local market for small birds as food in Siud,Cypriot traders can
generate illegal killing of protected birds in Syria by providing a market for them.



Devastation of habitat for construction of hides and raised wooden platforms

After 2002 the destruction of woodland trees for bird catching purposes had come to a
temporary halt.

In 2006, howewe any fear of law enforcement has apparently disappeared. The extent of
damage to trees has become severe. Acacias are cut back or chopped down altogether in order
to construct bird catching hides with ladders, bars, ropes and wooden platforms: veritable
miniature fortresses for extensive placing of lime sticks. At such sites, the metal poles and old
car wheels used for rapid setting of mist nets are often left standing or lying in place; this year
we found were more signs of such regular netting positioens ever before. It would appear

that installations of this kind are used by poachers during the winter and spring migrations to
kill as many winter visitors and migrants as possible, in what is an illegal but highly lucrative
business.

Devastation
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