Emptying the Skies of the Mediterranean & the Island of Cyprus




Cyprus Spring migration 2011

The ugly spectacle in every field and orchard along the south coast of Cyprus

The accompanying photographs of birds trapped on lime sticks show how brutal this kind of killing
is. Stuck in the viscous lime, the birds struggle desperately until they are exhausted and almost
stripped of heir feathers. They may hang upside down from the sticks for as long as 8 to 12 hours,
until released from their agony by death. Trapping with lime sticks is one of the most cruel ways of
capturing and killing birds ever devised by man.

On ethical groundalone, the use of lime sticks is completely unacceptable, quite apart from the
fact that the method is intrinsically n@elective: any bird unlucky enough to alight on lime sticks
will be trapped and killed, including raptors, owls, shrikes and prot@eteserines.










Spring migration observations, 30 March- 16 May 2011

Bird Conservation in Ayia Napa, Cape Greco and Paralimni atsag 2800 ha
by MBCC Migratory Birds Caservation Cyprus, NGO,
with 7 Volunteers from 6 EU countries and Switzerland

We discovered over 1,000 lime sticks.

We collected 759 lime sticks, mostly with the police and the Game Fund.
We collected 2 large mist nets.

We saved 124 wild birds.

We found 8 dead birds.

We arrested 6 bird catchers with the help of the authorities.

Each lime stick left in the field for a protracted period may trap and kill 5 to 6 birds. A thousand
lime sticks in the field therefore represent a possible Kill of approf058ld birds. Taking into

account the many bird trappers who are currently reluctant to put out lime sticks because of our
yearround monitoring activities, this means that our actions in the field must have ensured the safe
passage of at least doubletthamber of migrants: some 11,000 wild birds were saved by the
engagement of volunteer bird protectionists.

The intensity of bird catching has not declined since the previous year. In spring 2010 we collected
941 lime sticks (as opposed to 759 duringgéme period this year). The poor weather in spring
2011 was certainly advantageous from the wild
Central European climatic conditions, while a steady north wind brought frequent rain and kept
migratory bids away from Cyprus on other flyways towards the nedst for several weeks. The
uncertain weather and resulting scarcity of birds led the increasingly numerous bird trappers to
desist from putting out lime sticks. Peak passage arriveddif\pril with several large falls of

birds, whose survivors left the island rapidly. During this period the killing was certainly intense,

but the concentration of passage into a relatively short time certainly reduced the overall mortality
rate of migrant birds this ge.



